&> OFFICE 0f INSPECTOR GENERAL
/ NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION

MEDICAL ASSISTANT PLEADS GUILTY TO MULTIPLE CHARGES
IN HEALTH CARE FRAUD SCHEME
Activity Date: September 24, 2021
Date Posted: October 27, 2021
Case Number: CA-19-0159-O
Web Summary: OIG-WS-2021-360

Judy Azar, a medical assistant based in Los Angeles, pleaded guilty in U.S. District
Court, Central District of California, on September 24, 2021, to health care fraud, bank
fraud, identity theft and tax fraud. Our investigation found that Azar participated in a
scheme to defraud health care benefit programs by using false and fraudulent pretenses
in connection with the delivery of, and payment for, health care benefits and services.

Azar forged a doctor’s signature to fraudulently authorize prescription refills and then
sold a portion of the filled prescriptions to interested buyers. The buyers paid Azar with
checks made payable to the doctor. Azar then forged the doctor’s signature to endorse
the checks, which were then deposited in bank accounts controlled by Azar. As a result
of the scheme, Amtrak’s insurance providers were fraudulently charged approximately
$13,500.
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